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                          PRESS RELEASE            February 10th 2010
                                   AMAZON ART WEEK AT THE DEEP
The Deep, Hull’s award-winning aquarium is unveiling a new Amazon display tank and has organised exciting Amazon art activities for February half term. Visitors will be able to view the tank as they arrive and depart from The Deep, and take part in family art activities. Tying in with the theme, a new 3D movie, Turtle Vision is being shown daily. 
Katy Duke, The Deep’s Curator explains,
“Our new tank displays freshwater species which are found in the River Amazon, one of the most biodiverse regions on earth. This is the first time we have ever displayed freshwater species – a total contrast to our other displays. The waters of the River Amazon are muddy and murky and its inhabitants have therefore evolved browny grey colouring to help them to blend in. They find their way and catch their prey, by using sensory organs such as barbels (whiskers) or shovel-like snouts.  Some fish such as electric eels use electric currents to find and catch their prey!”

The Deep is showing a new 3D Movie to tie with the Amazon theme. Turtle Vision is a fantastic animation featuring Sammy the green turtle, including his adventures in the River Amazon.
Families can take part in Amazon Art Week which includes creating butterflies, fish and birds from this richly diverse part of the world. Children can either take their Amazon artwork home with them, or put it on display in the Deep.
 3D Films

Turtle Vision, lasts 12 mins. Showing daily 11am, 1pm, 2.30pm, 3.30pm

Shark Movie, lasts 20 mins and showing 11.30am and 4pm.

Amazon Art Week – art activity in Northern Seas Gallery. Creating Amazon creatures. 11am – 4pm

New Amazon Tank – by shop. There will be a guide on hand throughout the day

Note to Editor:
The Deep’s latest display includes the following:

1. Tiger Shovelnose Catfish – Pseudplatystoma fasciatum
Habitat: The great river basins of South America

This is a very large and powerful predator. Like other large catfish, it has many large barbels (whiskers). It uses the barbels to find food to feel its way around in dark and muddy waters. Its yellowish, boneless flesh is a popular food source for humans.

2. Redtail Catfish – Phractocephalus hemilopterus
Habitat: Native to the Amazon, Orinoco and Essequibo river basins in South America

These long-whiskered catfish are named for their red or orange caudal (tail) fin.  Because of their large size (over 44kg has been recorded), they are considered a game fish, though it is not that popular as a dish as the flesh is very dark. 

3. Silver Arowana – Osteoglossum bicirrhosum
Habitat: Amazon Basin

Also called monkey fish because it swims just beneath the surface and can jump out of the water to catch its prey. It has a drawbridge like mouth which is brilliant for trapping floating insects, little fish and small animals including bats and birds. 

4. Ocellate River Stingray – Potamotrygon motoro                                                                                         Habitat:  The basins of the Uruguay, Paraná, Orinoco, and Amazon Rivers.                                                         This attractive freshwater stingray is also known as the “peacock-eye stingray”. It is a beige colour, with light orange spots with dark rings. They are often more feared than piranhas because of their venomous tail sting – however they are only dangerous to humans when stepped on or threatened. 
5. Pacu  Colossoma macropomum                                                                                    
            Habitat. The rivers of South America.                                                                                      
                 Pacu is a common name used to refer to several species of South American freshwater fish that are related to the piranhas. They are often referred to as Vegetarian Piranhas! Even though they are veggies, they have crushing jaws, used mainly for eating seeds and nuts that drop into the water from the trees above.
6. Common Plec   Hypostomus sp.                                                                                                

 Habitat: Fresh running water and brackish waters of river mouths. South and Central America Belonging to the catfish family, the Plec is sometimes called a “sucking catfish” as it hoovers up algae.  Look out for it feeding in our tank!
AMAZON VITAL STATISTICS

· The Amazon is the greatest river on earth – it is the largest by volume.

· Some scientists claim that the Amazon is the longest river in the world, whilst others argue that it is the Nile.

· The Amazon carries 25% of the world’s supply of fresh water.

· The Amazon is approximately 6712 km long. The Humber is 60km long.

· Its source is in Calilona, Peru and it flows across Brazil into the Atlantic Ocean.

· The Amazon is so big because it is located in the tropics on the equator where rainfall is high – over 10m per year, that’s the depth of our main tank!

· The Amazon is 325 km wide at its estuary where it flows into the Atlantic Ocean. The Humber is 14 km wide at its estuary where it joins the North Sea near Spurn Point.

· The average depth of the Amazon is 50m. The average depth of the Humber is 6.5m (just over half the depth of The Deep’s main tank)

AMAZON RAINFOREST

· The mighty River Amazon winds its way through the heart of the massive Amazon Rainforest.
· Most of the Amazon rainforest lies in Brazil, then Peru, with smaller areas in  Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuador, Bolivia, Guyana, Suriname, and French Guiana.
· The Amazon Rainforest is the largest area of tropical rainforest on the planet.

· The Amazon Rainforest covers over a billion acres – if it were a country, it would be the 9th largest in the world – that’s just bigger than Kazakhstan!

BIODIVERSITY

· One in ten known species in the world live in the Amazon Rainforest. This constitutes the largest collection of living plants and animal species in the world.
· The diversity of plant species is the highest on Earth with some experts estimating that one square kilometre  may contain over 75,000 types of trees and 150,000 species of higher plants.
AMAZON RAINFOREST UNDER THREAT

· One of the main threats to the rainforest is people removing the trees – this is called deforestation

· One and one-half acres of rainforest are lost every second with tragic consequences for both developing and industrial countries.

· Rainforests once covered 14% of the Earth's land surface; now they cover a mere 6% and experts estimate that the last remaining rainforests could be consumed in less than 40 years.

· Experts estimate that we are losing 137 plant, animal and insect species every single day due to rainforest deforestation. That equates to 50,000 species a year.

WHAT CAN I DO?
1. Learn more about biodiversity and how important the rainforests are
2. Join your local wildlife trust
3. Find out about  the Year of Biodiversity www.biodiversityislife.net
4. See how you can conserve energy and reduce your carbon footprint; some ideas are on display in reception
Press information: For further information, please contact Linda Martin 01482 381090 or mobile 07751 288434   Public further information: The Deep, 01482 381000 www.thedeep.co.uk  www. biodiversityislife.net.
[image: image2.jpg]THE WORLD’S ONLY SUBMARIUM




�























