
 

 

NEWS RELEASE 

Issued: 25th June 2012 

CHELSEA PENSIONERS TO VISIT THE DEEP 

Three Chelsea Pensioners are to be welcomed to The Deep by the Lord Mayor of Kingston upon 

Hull, Cllr Daniel Brown and the Lady Mayoress, Mrs Lynda Brown on Friday 29th June at 11am. This 

will be an extra special occasion for one of the pensioners, as she is originally from Hessle. 

The Chelsea Pensioners are visiting The Deep on the eve of Armed Forces Day as part of a 

nationwide tour which culminates in a visit to North Lincolnshire Armed Forces Day 2012 event at 

Scunthorpe the following day. As with all Chelsea Pensioners, the visiting group have been serving 

members of the armed forces and will be wearing their famous ‘scarlets’, their ceremonial coats, 

complete with tricorne hats and ribbonned medals. 

For one of the pensioners, Marjorie ‘Maj’ Cole, this will be a particularly poignant visit, as she left 

Hessle just four years ago to become a Chelsea pensioner.   

As a soldier, she served in the women’s Royal Army Corps from 1961-1966, and then, 1966-77. She 

was posted to Singapore and Northern Ireland, and worked in the regimental bedding stores and 

taught cooking skills. 

68 year-old Maj said, “I am looking forward to visiting The Deep and to be back on home soil again. I 

also look forward to meeting everybody involved in The Deep“       

Maj will be visiting The Deep with fellow Chelsea Pensioners, Chris and Tom and accompanied by 

Lisa Murphy, Vice Chair of the Armed Forces, North Lincolnshire branch. 

Cllr David Gemmell, Chairman  of The Deep, said: “ It is an honour  to welcome such an august group 

of venerable people who have served their country for many years and are now enjoying a well-

earned retirement. We are delighted that of all the places they could have visited, they chose The 

Deep. We will make sure they feel extremely welcome and hope The Deep will become somewhere 

they remember for many years to come and spread the word among their fellow pensioners. 

Notes to Editors 

You are invited to attend a press conference which will begin promptly at 11am. This will include 

Lisa Murphy, the Chelsea Pensioners, Captain Graves from the VC Bryan Budd Barracks, North 

Lincolnshire accompanied by 20 army personnel.  

ALL press wishing to attend must contact Becky Leach on becky.leach@thedeep.co.uk in advance 

and must bring press passes with them to gain entry. All press must be seated by 10.50am – 

mailto:becky.leach@thedeep.co.uk


strictly no admittance after this time. Please go to the Learning Centre entrance on arrival. The 

press conference will finish by 11.30am.  

Background Information about The Chelsea Pensioners 

 The Chelsea Pensioners live in the Royal Hospital Chelsea, a retirement and nursing home for 

former members of the British Army. 

  King Charles II founded the Royal Chelsea Hospital in 1682 

 Whilst in the Royal Hospital Grounds and surrounding area, the pensioners are encouraged 
to wear their special blue uniform, but when travelling further afield, wear their distinctive 
scarlet uniform, with tricorne hat, ribbons and medals. 

 Whenever in uniform, the Chelsea Pensioners wear their medal ribbons and insignia of the 
rank they reached when serving as a soldier. 

 a serving member of the armed forces approaching a Chelsea Pensioner, must address the 
Pensioner in accordance with their particular rank, as denoted on their uniform sleeve – 
unless invited to do otherwise. 

 Women have been admitted since 2009, and there are currently three. 

 The RHS Chelsea Flower Show has taken place in the Royal Hospital grounds since 1913. 

 Chelsea Football Club has a long affiliation with the Chelsea Pensioners – hence their 
nickname the Pensioners.  

 Last year, Chelsea’s kit featured a red collar trim in tribute to the Chelsea Pensioners. 

 The Chelsea Pensioners released their first album, which includes their traditional march, 
“The Old Brigade”, with proceeds going to their charity, to refurbish their living 
accommodation. 

 
For further information, please contact Becky Leach, Marketing Officer at The Deep on 01482 
381092 or email becky.leach@thedeep.co.uk or Lisa Murphy, Vice Chair of the Armed Forces North 
Lincolnshire Branch, Tel:  07748 809844 
 
Please note: Copyright of this event is owned by Lisa Murphy.   
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