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FIRST GENTOO PENGUIN CHICK HATCHES IN HULL 

The Deep has today seen its first Gentoo penguin chick hatch following a 35 day wait. This is the 

first Gentoo penguin chick to hatch in an aquarium in the north of England. 

Parents Nessie and Shackleton have been carefully tending to the egg throughout the incubation 

period and are now taking on the responsibility of providing for the chick. They will take turns 

feeding and sheltering the chick in their nest.  

The Deeps experienced team of Aquarists will keep a close eye on the chicks’ development, carrying 

out regular weight and health checks to ensure the parents are doing their job properly. During 

these checks we will be able to determine if it’s a boy or a girl. 

Katy Duke, Curator at The Deep said: “This is a very exciting, but nervous time for us. Penguin eggs 

can fail to hatch for a number of reasons, so to even have this one chick come through is a very 

proud moment. But now comes the real hard work, just like any new parent, raising offspring is a 

challenge, so we will be keeping a close eye on them to make sure everything goes as smoothly as 

possible. 

“As the chick begins to grow, so will its appetite. We will be undertaking additional penguin feeds 

throughout the day to make sure that both parents and chicks are getting their fill.  

“Gentoo penguins have proven to be very maternal and have shown to be great parents.” 

Penguins don’t moult their soft downy feathers until around 3 months old. Until this time their 

feather aren’t waterproof so they rely solely on their parents to take care of them and keep them 

safe.  

From 3 months their waterproof feathers will begin to appear and the parents will encourage them 

to start swimming and fending for themselves.  

-ends- 

For more information, please contact Becky Leach, Marketing Manager at The Deep on 01482 

381092 or email becky.leach@thedeep.co.uk.  

Notes to Editors 

The individual penguins that make up the Gentoo colony at The Deep is dictated by the European 

Breeding programme for this Near Threatened species. Once old enough this chick will be 

transferred to another zoo or aquarium to contribute to this essential breeding programme to 

safeguard penguin populations for years to come. 
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