
 

WORKSHOP OVERVIEW 

  

This is a dissection, blunt for upper KS2 and 

using scalpels for KS3. The workshop begins 

with filling in data on the Post Mortem 

sheet, they will use this during the 

dissection. This worksheet is the same as 

the one used by our Science Officer during 

a dissection at the Deep. The dissection is 

also carried out on the large magnifier, so 

that the students can see exactly what they 

should do. There are also diagrams of the 

external and internal features of a mackerel 

on the table.  

 

The outside of the fish is examined and 

reported on first. Then the gills are looked 

at more closely, removing one gill arch to 

study. 

 

The flesh at the side of the fish is removed. 

This is either already cut for blunt dissection 

only (KS2) or cut away by the student using 

a scalpel (KS3). The scalpels are not used 

again. The organs are removed in turn and 

examined carefully, observations are written 

down. The stomach, gut, cranial kidney and 

heart are all examined.  

Finally the students draw a conclusion and 

write this at the bottom of the sheet, then 

tidy up.  

 

Materials used: tray, dissection forceps, 

dissection scissors, scalpel (if used), 

disposable apron, disposable gloves, kitchen 

roll, worksheet, diagrams of mackerel. 

OBJECTIVES 

 

 To attempt a simulated post mortem using 

correct techniques. 

 

 To gain understanding of the complexity of 

organs inside an animal. 

 

 To draw a conclusion about the possible cause 

of death for the fish.  

 

 To identify internal organs and compare them 

to human organs. KS3 

MACKEREL 
MONDAYS 

Available each Monday during the Autumn and 

Spring terms.  

Students will perform a simulated post mortem of a 

mackerel fish.  

Looking at external features, body organs, stomach 

content, life processes and cause of death.  

Students will enjoy this multi-sensory activity which 

covers working scientifically and compares human 

and fish anatomy.  

KS3 pupils will use a scalpel. 

 

KS2 / KS3 

 
 

Science 40 Minutes 


