
 

LEARNING SESSION CONTENT  

 

We start the presentation by looking at the 

Sun then move outwards, discovering from 

known facts what it would be like to live on 

each planet. Atmosphere, gravity and 

temperature all impact on planetary 

conditions, but some worlds have very 

interesting features to explore, such as the 

acidic atmosphere of Venus and the 

extreme gravity of Jupiter. We think about 

the possibility of living on each planet in 

turn, coming to the conclusion that Earth is 

the best.  

 

This part of the session is ended by 

returning to Earth and taking a good look at 

our own planet’s abundance of water, 

mentioning the Goldilocks Zone. This water 

allows the Earth to support life. We stress 

the importance of looking after our planet 

and particularly our oceans and point out 

that this need for conservation is why The 

Deep exists.  

 

Finally we challenge students to show us the 

size of the earth to scale using an adult to 

represent a 4 metre Sun. Students gain 

some understanding of the immense 

distances involved by attempting to work 

out where Mercury should really be. 

Students then organise themselves into a 

scale model of the solar system which does 

fit into the room, holding model planets 

which are accurately to scale and using an 

adult as the sun.  

OBJECTIVES  

 

 Investigate the possibility of living on other 

planets in our solar system  

 

 Understand that looking after our own planet is 

necessary because only Earth can support life 

 

 Create a scale model of the solar system  

INTERPLANETARY  
JOURNEY  

OVERVIEW AND CURRICULUM LINKS  

This presentation uses the Magic Planet, a revolving 

digital globe, to display 3D images of the planets.  

All images used on the globe are courtesy of NASA.  

The presentation allows students to take an 

imaginary tour through the solar system and to 

consider the challenges of living on each world, 

before organising themselves into a scale model of 

the solar system.  

This learning session can be used either as an 

introduction to the solar system or as a revision 

workshop  
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