
 

KS3 

LEARNING SESSION CONTENT 

 

INPUT  

(about 7 minutes) 

 

The session begins with an introduction to 

the ‘Reef Island Management Conference’, 

which aims to improve the way local coral 

reefs are managed.  

Everyone has a role as a member of a local 

special interest group.  

 

ACTIVITIES 

(20 minutes) 

 
The Coral Organism:  What sort of living 

organism is coral - plant or animal? Real coral 

skeletons, life-like replica coral, and colourful 

diagrams will help you decide. 

 

The Coral Reef:  What is a coral reef? Use 

a variety of illustrated information books to 

find out, and then consider how the reef 

affects your role on the island. 

 

Corals under Threat: How are coral reefs 

being damaged? Does anything you do harm 

the reef? Find the answers using PowerPoint 

presentations on our student computers.  

 

 

PLENARY 

(up to 10 minutes depending on the time left) 

 

We briefly discuss our findings so far, and 

then give our opinions on the rights and 

wrongs of different ways of exploiting the 

coral reefs.  

Finally, we consider positive actions we can 

take here in the UK .  

OVERVIEW & CURRICULUM LINKS 

 

This learning session looks at environmental 

management and sustainable development in relation 

to coral reefs. The workshop aims to give pupils a 

greater understanding of coral conservation & 

exploitation and of how conflicting demands on an 

environment arise.  

 

This session links with Y8 Unit 14 ‘Can the earth 

cope? Ecosystems, population and resources’; Y9 Unit 

16 ‘What is development?’ and Y9 Unit 19 ‘Tourism - 

good or bad?’.  

It can also be used as part of Unit 24 ‘Passport to the 

World’. 
 

OBJECTIVES 

 

For the students to: 

 

 define coral and state briefly how a coral reef is 

formed 

 be able to give an informed opinion on the 

conservation & exploitation of coral reefs 

WHY KEEP 
THE CORAL? 

What is happening to the world's coral reefs?  

Find out why we need to protect this valuable resource 

and what we can do as individuals to contribute to its 

conservation. In this multi-activity workshop KS3 pupils 

can explore the idea of sustainable development in the 

context of a coral reef environment. 

 

 
 

40 Minutes Geography &  

Citizenship 


