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A DECADE OF THE DEEP 

Friday 23rd March marks ten years to the day since the world’s only submarium, The Deep opened 

its doors to the public.  

This momentous occasion will be marked by a weekend of family activities on Saturday 24th and 

Sunday 25th which will include live music from acoustic roots duo, Mambo Jambo who will be mixing 

up styles from all around the world including Cuba, Brazil, the Caribbean and Eastern Europe. 

Other activities include free face painting for children from local company Fabulous Faces, the 

opportunity to make birthday cards and badges, guest appearances from our very own mascots; the 

shark, turtle, penguin and Frankie the Frog, as well a number of stunning ocean themed balloon 

displays throughout the building courtesy of Amscan International Ltd.  

There will also be a special offer running throughout the weekend of ‘one child goes free with one 

adult’. Vouchers are available in our commemorative supplement in the Hull Daily Mail on Friday 

23rd or they can also be downloaded from The Deep’s website.  

Special birthday cupcakes will also be on offer in the Observatory café, complete with a hot or cold 

drink for just £1.50.  

Colin Brown, Chief Executive at The Deep said: “We are thrilled to be celebrating ten years here at 

The Deep and I would like to welcome everyone to come and have a good time with us this 

weekend. 

“In the last ten years, we have welcomed over 4.5 million visitors through our doors and we are still 

going strong. This is a testament to the fantastic team we have in place, many of which have been 

here since day one.  

“We are constantly developing new exhibits for people to enjoy and improving the range of species 

we have on display, so if you haven’t visited us in a while, then there has never been a better time.” 

Cllr David Gemmell, Chairman said: “The Deep is the most successful of the ‘pay to enter’ 

Millennium projects and that we have been able to create it here in Hull is a testament to all those 

involved from the beginning and throughout the ten years it has been open.   It clearly demonstrates 

that the highest quality will always succeed wherever it is. 



“I am delighted, though not surprised, to see so many people still enjoying the attraction ten years 

on. It really has become an iconic venue that offers some of the best marine displays and exhibits in 

Europe as well as carrying out vital education, research and conservation work.  

It has been a delight to work with such a terrific board and wonderful staff so, here’s to the next ten 

years.” 

Notes to Editors 

PRESS CALL - You are invited to send a reporter/photographer to The Deep on Friday 23rd March at 

10am where you can see our divers having their very own birthday party in the Endless Oceans tank.  

Background Information 

Ten facts about The Deep you didn’t know 

 On our busiest day, we welcomed 5,484 visitors – that’s like filling Hull City Hall more than 4 

times 

 Over 240,000 children have taken part in educational visits 

 Since opening we have used 1,400 tonnes of salt in our tanks 

 We have put on 5,800 dive shows  

 Each of our divers has spent the equivalent of a month underwater, that’s 24 hours a day! 

 The total volume of water in The Deep is 3,243,192 litres – that’s equivalent to 40,500 bath 

tubs 

 15,000 children have slept over at The Deep – that’s 30,000 pieces of toast served 

 34 couples have now tied the knot with us – since we got our wedding license in 2007 

 The Business Centre has provided offices and virtual office services to 135 local, national and 
international companies 

 We have sold 34,000 kilos of pick and mix – that’s the equivalent to a humpback whale! 


