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THE DEEP EMBARKS ON NEXT PHASE OF INTERNATIONAL MISSION  

TO SAVE ENDANGERED CORALS 

The Deep has embarked upon an exciting research expedition in the plight to save endangered 

corals in GUAM, located in the Western Pacific Ocean.  

The trip, made up of representatives from The Deep, SECORE Foundation (responsible for worldwide 

coral reef conservation), Underwater World Aquarium and the University of Guam took place earlier 

this month when they were able to watch a massive coral spawning event. 

This amazing feat of nature happens once a year on two consecutive nights, after a full moon and 

involves the coral releasing their gametes (sperm and eggs) which float to the surface where 

fertilisation takes place and development begins into larvae which swim in the ocean for 2 or 3 days. 

Between days 4 and 7, the larvae swims to the bottom, attaches itself to rocks and become tiny 

polyps which eventually form coral. 

Guam is surrounded by coral reefs, some of which have been badly damaged by the tourism industry 

however; there is also a large area of healthy coral for the team to work from.  

To maximise the reproduction of the coral during this process, the team collected gametes to take 

back to the University for monitoring and propagation. The marine labs then take care of the 

collected coral until it matures, before releasing it back into the ocean. 

Alongside the tourism industry there are lots of other factors which are affecting the future 

sustainability of coral reefs including rising sea temperatures associated with climate change, 

overfishing and pollution. By culturing the embryonic corals so that they reach maturity and then by 

returning them to the ocean, SECORE aims to restore depleted/threatened/damaged reefs.  

Seb Prajsnar, Coral Expert from The Deep said: “This was an amazing trip which allowed me to 

participate in important coral reef conservation and learn more about vital breeding procedures 

which, in the future may be replicated here at The Deep, allowing us to really contribute to future 

coral sustainability.  

“Some of the corals in Guam have been badly damaged by the tourism industry and in certain areas, 

they are full of rubbish. What people don’t realise is that they are the most diverse ecosystems in 

the sea, not just something pretty. If there is no coral, then the food chain it supports will die off.  

“Projects such as SECORE are so important as together we are able to further enhance our collective 

knowledge both in the field and here back at The Deep. We are currently just putting the final 



touches to a purpose built coral life support system which will be used to further study coral, 

increasing our knowledge and understanding of this amazing animal.  

“We are proud to say we have been working alongside SECORE since 2006 here in Hull, Puerto Rico, 

Belize and now Guam. And we are looking forward to working with other organisations in the future 

that are also passionate about coral conservation.” 
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For more information please contact Becky Leach, Marketing Manager on 01482 381092 or email 

becky.leach@thedeep.co.uk.  
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