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NEWS RELEASE - THE DEEP DASH! 

 

Five members of The Deep crew are dashing towards the finish line in the Hull 10k this weekend in 

a bid to raise money for vital Manta Ray conservation work in the Red Sea.  

The team will be made up of Aquarists Tom Rowe, Graham Hill and Emma Burke as well as Guides 

Jon Mole and Adam Atkinson.  

And not to be outdone by any other competitors Graham Hill will be running the race in his 3 metre 

long shark costume as donned for the London Marathon in 2013 (As pictured)!  

All money raised will be going towards buying acoustic tags to help with The Deep’s pioneering 

research work in partnership with Equipe Cousteau on Manta Rays off the coast of Sudan. This 

equipment will help to gain vital data on the rays’ populations, movements and feeding habits in 

previously unstudied areas. 

The next phase of work is set to take place later in 2015, where The Deep’s aquarists will use UAV’s 

(Unmanned Aerial Vehicles) to monitor and survey the Manta populations. The use of this 

technology will allow the scientists to search for the rays in the tagging programme and also to study 

the surface water slicks along which the Manta have been seen to converge. 

If you would like to sponsor The Deep please visit - https://www.justgiving.com/emma-Burke5/. All 

donations will be gratefully received.  

-ends- 

For more information please contact Becky Leach on becky.leach@thedeep.co.uk or 01482 

381092.  

Notes to editors 

Staff from The Deep completed the first of five trips to Sudan to protect one of the ocean’s most 

endangered species, the manta ray in 2013. Alongside Equipe Cousteau and scientists from the 

University of Windsor (Canada), they successfully tagged 22 manta rays with satellite and acoustic 

tags and placed 40 sea-bed monitors along 130km of coast. This is the first time scientists have been 

deployed in this area since the 1960’s to carry out pioneering field research to help safeguard the 

rays’ future and support the development of marine protected areas. 
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