
 

 

 

 

 

NEWS RELEASE 

Issued: 4 April 2016 

AFTER A WORLDWIDE SEARCH IUCN REDLIST RECRUIT MARINE OFFICER FROM HULL 

 

The Deep, one of the largest public aquariums in the UK, has recruited a Marine IUCN Red List 

Officer to lead the way in a new collaborative project with the Marine Biodiversity Unit of the 

International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). 

 

This exciting new post will help to achieve the IUCN’s goal of assessing 20,000 marine species by 

2020 for the Red List of Threatened Species.  

 

The advertised post received enormous interest from highly experienced marine scientists from 

across the globe. With an astounding 130 applicants, 11 of which undertook scheduled Skype 

interviews with a panel of experts from the UK and America, only 3 made it past the final round.  

 

After facing international competition Rob Bullock who was born and bred in Hull and has worked 

for The Deep for over 5 years was appointed the successful candidate. Having completed a degree in 

Marine and Freshwater Biology at Hull University, Rob went onto study for a PhD whilst conducting 

conservation research at Bimini Shark lab in the Bahamas, and publishing his findings on the effects 

of shark tagging in the Journal of Fish Biology. 

More than 73,600 species have been assessed via The Red List so far, but marine species are still 

dangerously under-evaluated. The Marine Officer will play an essential role in progressing the Global 

Marine Species Assessments (GMSA).  Only 11,631 marine species have been assessed and over 

1,093 are threatened with extinction. Along with the listing process the Marine Officer will be 

involved in educating visitors at The Deep through talks and workshops. 

 

Marine Officer Rob Bullock said “After facing such tough competition I am thrilled to have been 

selected for this role. The public has a vested interest in how zoos and aquaria contribute to 

conservation goals. It is an area that I am very passionate about and I am excited to do my part in 

not only achieving the conservation goals but also in interacting with the public, relaying our work 

and providing information on our progress.”  

 

The IUCN Red List has been assessing the extinction threat faced by species around the world for the 

last 50 years. It is the most comprehensive information source on the global conservation status of 

the world’s species. This crucial tool is instrumental to driving conservation actions towards 



threatened species, enabling conservationists to reduce or prevent extinctions. The Red List is a 

global reference relied on by policy makers at the highest levels. 

 

Kent Carpenter, Marine Biodiversity Unit Manager for the GMSA explains “The assessment and red 

listing of marine species is far behind the number of terrestrial species assessed, so this is a perfect 

opportunity to help reach the target and demonstrate the importance of aquariums being involved.  

 

“Historically zoo, aquarium and botanical garden networks have relied on the important information 

the IUCN Red List supplies for education, but with this appointment, it marks a first but crucial step 

to evolving a network of people within aquariums that will work with the IUCN to assist in this 

important work. Rob’s wealth of experience really stood out during the interview process and his 

passion for the marine conservation is clear to see.” 

 

Katy Duke, Curator at The Deep said: “This is a fantastic opportunity for The Deep to make a 

difference on a global scale. The collaboration will further demonstrate the value of our 

conservation and research work and to have been able to appoint someone who is not only highly 

experienced, but who is familiar and passionate about what we are working to achieve is incredible. 

The aim of this project is to inspire other zoos and aquariums to join forces to help assess more 

species making a global network of scientists feeding into the essential work of the IUCN.” 

Kira Mileham, Director Specialist Group Partnership at the Species Survival Commission said: “Public 

institutions such as zoos and aquariums are key to species conservation efforts – many species 

would not exist today without their assistance. They also know how to engage the public, as well as 

assisting with scientific data. Their knowledge and methods of engagement can help translate IUCN 

assessments into actions by inspiring the public to be part of the change for the future.” 

 

-ends- 

 

For more information, please contact Becky Leach, Marketing Manager at The Deep on 01482 

381092 or email becky.leach@thedeep.co.uk.  
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