
 

                        

 

NEWS RELEASE  

GO WILD AND LOVE YOUR ZOO! 

Issued: 22 May 2012 

The Deep in Hull is getting behind national ‘Love your Zoo/Aquarium’ Week 2013, which will take 

place between Saturday 25th May and Sunday 2nd June, with a fun packed week of activities.  

The campaign, which was launched by the British and Irish Association of Zoos and Aquariums 

(BIAZA) aims to encourage people to visit their local zoos/aquariums for a fun day out, but also to 

learn just how much they do for conservation, education and research.  

Kirsten Pullen, CEO of BIAZA, said: “We want people to understand why it is important to visit their 

local BIAZA zoo or aquarium. Zoos do a lot more than provide a fun day out. They are helping 

safeguard the future of vulnerable species and getting visitors closer to nature so hopefully they are 

inspired to make a difference. 

“We have lots in store for families during the week so we hope people will support the campaign 

and find out the top ten reasons why they should love their zoo.” 

Katy Duke, Curator at The Deep said: “The Deep prides itself on not only offering a fantastic day out 

for families but also on the education and conservation work that we carry out. What people don’t 

realise is the money that is generated from ticket sales, the coffee you buy in our café, and the gifts 

you buy in our shop goes directly into funding vital conservation and research programmes. Without 

the support of our customers, we wouldn’t be able to do much of this work.” 

Throughout the week, The Deep will be focusing on one of its current research and conservation 

schemes into protecting manta rays in the Red Sea. Visitors will be able to enjoy our new film which 

takes a peak into the work our team got up to on their first trip to Sudan in 2012, as well as enjoying 

daily dive shows, animal feedings, discovery corner sessions, art and craft activities and family 

workshops.  

There are lots of reasons of why you should love your (BIAZA) zoos and aquariums, and especially 

The Deep, but here is our top ten. 



1. More than 22 million people visit BIAZA’s member organisations every year – they are a great 

day out 

 

2. By visiting a BIAZA Zoo or aquarium you are helping to safeguard the future of vulnerable, 
threatened and endangered species. Thanks to our visitors, we have been able to fund research, 
working with SECORE, and consequently develop techniques to increase the success rate of 
sexual reproduction in corals. These techniques are being used to re-seed dying coral reefs in the 
Caribbean.  
 

3. BIAZA members contribute £12m annually to facilitate field projects such as the Fen Raft Spider 
fostering scheme where 9 BIAZA members, including The Deep, hand reared 2,500 spiderlings. 
These semi-aquatic spiders were then released at the RSPB's Mid-Yare reserve in Norfolk and at 
two other East Anglian sites. The programme aims to increase the number of populations from 3 
to 12 by 2020. 

 
4. A visit to a BIAZA zoo or aquariums can inspire people to make a difference. Volunteers and staff 

from The Deep carry annual out beach cleans in conjunction with Marine Conservation Societies. 
This rubbish provides information on where marine pollution is coming from. Our next event will 
be at Hessle later this year!  

 
5. BIAZA members support over 750 field conservation projects each year. The Deep’s latest 

scheme is a 5 year conservation and research project to protect manta rays in the Red Sea, near 
Sudan. Alongside Equipe Cousteau, we successfully tagged 22 manta rays with satellite and 
acoustic tags and placed 40 sea-bed monitors along 130km of coast in 2012. This pioneering field 
research will help safeguard this vulnerable creature’s future and support the development of 
marine protected areas. 
 

6. BIAZA members are dedicated to raising awareness and educating their visitors on important 
issues. The Big Fish Campaign seeks to highlight species of fish that appear in pet stores as 
juveniles which grow to enormous sizes.  Unwary customers are left with a 'BIG' problem when 
they mature.  The team hope to educate both retailers and members of the public. 
 

7. You can see hundreds of different species in BIAZA Zoos and Aquariums. At the Deep we have 
301 different species including insects amphibians, reptiles and fish including Europe’s only pair 
of green sawfish. 
 

8. BIAZA members contribute £658 million to the national economy. The Deep has seen over 5 
million visitors through its doors and is the most successful Millennium project in the UK. Did 
you know we operate as an environmental and conservation charity dedicated to increasing the 
knowledge and understanding of the world’s oceans? 

 
9. 1.5 million school children have visited a BIAZA Zoo or Aquarium on educational visits -  visiting 

your local zoo is a great and fun way to learn about animals and wildlife. The Deep have a 
purpose built education centre with 3 in-house teachers who deliver education workshops in 
conjunction with the National Curriculum. So far, 250,000 children have taken part in an school 
trip here! 
 

10. By visiting a BIAZA zoo and aquarium you are helping to safeguard the future of vulnerable 
threatened and endangered species. An example is the Bluespotted Ribbontail Ray which is a 
near threatened species. We successfully breed this species each year and our juveniles have 



joined other groups of Bluespotted Ribbontails in aquariums across Europe as part of a stud 
book programme, which manages the long term sustainability of the populations.  

 
-ends- 
 
For more information, please contact Becky Leach, Marketing Manager at The Deep on 01482 

381092 or email becky.leach@thedeep.co.uk. 
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