
 
 
 
 

NEWS RELEASE 
1 July 2016 

 
THE DEEP, FIRST IN THE UK TO DISPLAY AND BREED MEXICAN GARTER SNAKE!  

 
The Deep is proud to be the first zoo or aquarium in the UK to display and successfully breed the 
rare Lake Zacapu Garter snake. 
 
On 27 June we were delighted to welcome the arrival of 7 hatchlings, 3 males and 4 females.  
The adults (1 male, 2 female) arrived at The Deep in February 2016 and have being living behind the 
scenes whilst their new home is built. This new exhibit, coming soon to Deep Blue One, highlights 
fragile river habitats and the species specially adapted to inhabiting them. 
 
These snakes are not egg layers, instead the young develop inside the mother within an amniotic sac 
and are born after a 3-4 month gestation period. After birth the young snakes shed immediately and 
can grow up to 120cm long.  
 
Paul Wake, Aquarist at The Deep (who admitted, on discovering the birth, that he fist pumped the 
air and whooped for joy!) said: “It’s very exciting to be the first in the UK to exhibit and breed this 
species of snake. We are looking forward to moving the adults in to their new home in Deep Blue 
One for all our visitors to see shortly.” 
 
Lake Zacapu Garter snakes (Thamnophis eques insperatus) is one of 7 subspecies of Garter snake 
classified in 2003 and can only be found in Laguna de Zacapu, Mexico, a small lake only 1km long and 
400m wide. With such a small range and the entire population located around a single body of 
water, this species is highly susceptible to threats in their environment.  
 
Garter snakes have been assessed as a whole, rather than by individual sub species. As yet the Lake 
Zacapu Garter snake is not currently listed on the IUCN (International Union for Conservation of 
Nature) Red List of threatened species due to there being insufficient data available to assess them. 
Further evaluation by the IUCN could reveal a higher risk classification, just like there neighbour, the 
Anderson Salamander, who is classed as critically endangered. 
 
 
-Ends- 
 
For more information please contact: 
 
Becky Leach, Marketing Manager at The Deep on 01482 381092 or email 
becky.leach@thedeep.co.uk.   
 
Notes to editor 
 

 The Deep is the most commercially successful Millennium project in the UK 

 It was named Large Visitor Attraction of the Year 2014; White Rose Awards and Top UK 

Aquarium in 2014; Trip Advisor Travellers Choice Awards  
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 The Deep is home to over 3,500 fish including spectacular sharks and rays and tells the story 

of the world’s oceans through stunning marine life, interactives and audio visual 

presentations  

 The Deep is a member of BIAZA (British and Irish Association of Zoos and Aquariums) and 

WAZA (World Association of Zoos and Aquariums), the professional bodies representing the 

best zoos and aquariums 

 The Deep operates as a charity. Our strapline, for conservation, not profit is the basis for the 

business 

 The building overlooks the Humber Estuary and is only a few minutes’ walk from the 

Museums Quarter boasting 8 free museums, and the beautiful Hull Marina. Visitors wishing 

to venture into the town are encouraged to visit these fantastic sites.  

 Designed  by Sir Terry Farrell and Partners as part of the regeneration of Hull, The Deep has 

become an internationally recognised landmark and has even featured on a Royal Mail 

stamp 

 Follow us on social media - Find out more about the work The Deep does on Facebook, 

Twitter and Instagram. Just search for @thedeephull.  

 

 
 


