
 

 
 

NEWS RELEASE 

Issued: 9 September 2013 

 

THE DEEP HELPS TO COMBAT RISING LITTER LEVELS ON BEACHES   

 

The Deep is asking for volunteers to help make a difference at one of Hull’s most loved beaches; 

Hessle Foreshore on Saturday 21st September to help combat rising rubbish figures in the UK. 

 

The event, which is part of the Marine Conservation Society’s (MCS) Beachwatch Big Weekend lets 

people get involved in making a local beach and cleaner and safer environment.  In 2012, the 

amount of litter left on beaches in the UK was on the increase. Sweet and lolly wrappers rose by 3% 

and the number of cigarette butts discarded rose by a whopping 50%. 

 

Throughout the weekend, beach cleans will take place right across the UK. All litter is collected, 

identified, weighed and recorded and goes towards the Marine Conservation Society’s national 

survey, which is subsequently used to help raise public awareness of the impact of litter on the 

environment. 

 

It will also add weight to a campaign for legislation to reduce litter on beaches.  Litter is fast 

becoming a big problem on our beaches, not only looking unsightly, but also posing a threat to 

marine life.  

 

Katy Duke, Curator at The Deep said: “Personal litter is a major problem on beaches right across the 

UK. Sweet wrappers, ice cream wrappers, plastic drinks bottles and cigarette butts are now some of 

the most common items left behind by visitors.  

 

“In 2012, an average 75 drink bottles were found on every kilometre of beach which suggests people 

are becoming less bothered about littering. 

 

“It’s estimated that it could take between 450 and 1000 years for plastic to break down once it has 

entered the ocean! Plastic can cause serious damage to, or even kill a number of marine animals so 

we want to get the message across that littering is unacceptable.” 

 

Anyone is welcome to get involved and is asked to meet in the car park at Hessle Foreshore at 11am 

– just look out for The Deep van. Please wear appropriate clothing and sturdy footwear or wellies. 

The Deep team will provide each volunteer with gloves and hand cleaner. Please note that events 

may be cancelled in bad weather. It will run until approximately 1pm. 



 

Each child that takes part in the beach clean will receive a Deep goodie bag (if pre-registered) and 

must be accompanied by an adult at all times. Booking is advised by calling 01482 381046 or 

emailing guides@thedeep.co.uk.    

 

-ends- 

  

For more information, please contact Becky Leach on 01482 381092 or email 

becky.leach@thedeep.co.uk.  

Notes to Editors –  

 The number of items of rubbish found per km increased from 1,741 pieces of litter in 2011 

to just over 2,000 pieces in 2012 (MCS Big Beachwatch 2012) 

 Volunteers surveyed 90km (56 miles) on 240 beaches and collected almost 1,800 bags of 

rubbish during the September 2012 weekend. With four-fifths of the rubbish coming from 

land-based sources, the MCS said that is where the focus needed to be to reduce marine and 

beach litter.  

 The part of the UK with the most litter per km was Northern Ireland.  

 In England, the most littered beaches were found in the South West. The North West was 

the only area where litter decreased, falling by 60% per km. 
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