
It’s sink or swim for football’s minnows  

as The Deep hosts the FA Cup Third Round draw 

Football’s coming home as FA Cup showpiece heads to Ebenezer’s birthplace  

Big fish and minnows have taken on a whole new meaning for the team at The Deep 

as the region’s leading tourist attraction prepares to host one of football’s great 

occasions. 

The arrival of the draw for the Third Round Proper of the FA Cup will complete a 

sporting hat-trick for the award-winning venue, which has already provided a 

spectacular backdrop for the Olympic Torch Relay and the Queen’s Baton Relay for 

the Commonwealth Games. 

England legend Alan Shearer will conduct the draw in partnership with Paul 

Adamson, a grassroots coach with the East Riding County FA, against the backdrop 

of a huge tank containing 2.5 million litres of water, 87 tonnes of salt and thousands 

of marine creatures. 

The event will be broadcast live on BBC Two in a special programme presented by 

Mark Chapman, the regular host of Match of the Day 2, and attended by Hull City 

Manager Steve Bruce and team captain Curtis Davies.  

Viewers can expect to catch a glimpse of such exotic marine life as sharks, rays, 

Green sawfish and the many other species which have helped The Deep win 

countless awards for tourism, business and sustainability. 

Freya Cross, Business and Corporate Manager at The Deep, said the draw has 

captured the imagination of fans who want to share in one of football’s great 

showpiece occasions. 



She said: “The people of Hull and the surrounding area are passionate about sport, 

the area has a great sporting heritage and Hull City came so close to actually 

winning the FA Cup last season. 

“We are thrilled to have the opportunity once again to host a major sporting event 

and we want to make sure we do everything we can to show a live TV audience what 

a fantastic attraction we have at The Deep and what a wonderful city we have in 

Hull, the 2017 UK City of Culture.” 

Hull has strong links with the FA Cup through Ebenezer Cobb Morley, who was born 

in the city in 1831 and who, after moving to London, drafted the first laws of the FA at 

his home in Barnes. 

The BBC has been taking the cup around the country this season. They will present 

the draw in the Endless Oceans attraction, where Shearer and Adamson will empty 

the numbered balls from a velvet bag into a goldfish bowl-like container before 

pulling them out again to match the minnows from the depths of the football pyramid 

with the big fish, the household-name teams whose players include some of the 

biggest stars in the global game. 

A live audience will watch the proceedings, which will be broadcast at 7pm on 

Monday December 8. 

The special guests will include Bruce and Davies. As a player, Bruce won the FA 

Cup with Manchester United in 1990 and again in 1994, when he lifted the trophy as 

captain. Davies scored Hull City’s second goal in last season’s final as the Tigers 

raced into a 2–0 lead in just eight minutes before Arsenal completed a remarkable 

comeback to seal victory in extra time. 

Freya added: “The Deep opened in 2002 and is recognised as the most successful 

Millennium project in the UK. It is a very diverse venue which hosts everything from 

school trips to weddings and business conferences but this is a first for us and we 

are delighted. 

“Football is coming home to the birthplace of Ebenezer Cobb Morley and we’re 

working hard to make the most of the honour of being involved.” 

Free tickets for the event are available at www.bbc.co.uk/tickets 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/tickets


Further information:  

The Deep:  

Becky Leach, Marketing Manager, tel 01482 381092,  

email Becky.Leach@thedeep.co.uk 

Phil Ascough, Ascough Associates, tel 07944 123352,  

email phil@ascoughpr.co.uk 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

For media accreditation for the FA Cup Third Round Draw at The Deep please contact Gail Sullivan, 

Publicist, BBC Sport and Radio 5 Live, on 07714 957 088, email Gail.Sullivan@bbc.co.uk 

For further information from the FA please contact Matt Phillips, Public Relations Officer, The FGA 

Group, tel 0844 980 8200 #4671, email matt.phillips@TheFA.com 

The Deep 

 The Deep opened in 2002 and is now described at the most commercially successful 

Millennium project in the UK 

 It cost more than £52 million to build (phase 1 and phase 2 combined) 

 The Deep has won many accolades including: 

 Large Visitor Attraction of the Year 2014; White Rose Awards 

 Top UK Aquarium in 2014; Trip Advisor Travellers Choice Awards  

 World’s Best Lift ride in 2012; USA Today 

 Best UK Aquarium in 2011; Mumsnet  

 Gold Access for All in 2011; Visit England 

 Gold award for Green Tourism Business Scheme 2008 

 Gold award in Sustainable Tourism in Yorkshire 2008 

 The Deep is home to more than 3,500 fish including spectacular sharks and rays and tells 

the story of the world’s oceans through stunning marine life, interactives and audio visual 

presentations 

 The Deep’s stunning building overlooks the Humber Estuary and is only a few minutes’ walk 

from the Museums Quarter boasting eight free museums, and the beautiful Hull Marina. 

Visitors wishing to venture into the town are encouraged to visit these fantastic sites.  
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 Designed  by Sir Terry Farrell and Partners as part of the regeneration of Hull, The Deep has 

become an internationally recognised landmark and has even featured on a Royal Mail 

stamp 

 The building exploits the landscape on which it is built and was inspired by natural geological 

land formations. Gleaming glass and aluminum thrust into the dramatic landscape on the 

confluence of the two rivers marking the historic entry to Kingston upon Hull with a brand 

new future. 

 To date, we have welcomed more than 5.5 million visitors with over 420,000 so far in 2014 

(since Feb 2014). This is a 50 per cent increase compared to our position 2 years ago. 

 2014 saw the opening of our VIP’s ‘Very Important Penguins’ in the Kingdom of Ice. Visitors 

are able to learn about threats to their habitat, issues surrounding climate change and ocean 

acidification as well as watching them swim and play in their new icy home. This £650,000 

exhibit gives fantastic views of the penguins, both underwater and on land. 

 

Football – and fish! 

 Hull City have never won the FA Cup – and have had very few players with fishy names. 

Andy Flounders was a more prolific scorer after moving to Scunthorpe United and Rochdale, 

Gary Gill only made one appearance on loan from Middlesbrough and despite media reports 

indicating City’s interest, they never netted Steve Guppy. 

 Alan Shearer never played against Hull City. He was a Premier League winner with 

Blackburn Rovers in 1995 and he scored 30 goals in 63 appearances for England. He was 

also a FA Cup finalist in 1998 and 1999 but never got to lift the trophy. 

 David Seaman, a member of Shearer’s victorious Arsenal opponents in 1998 is one of the 

few FA Cup winners with a nautical name. Fishy connections come from John Scales, who 

came on as substitute for Wimbledon as they shocked the big fish from Liverpool in the 1988 

Final, and Geoff Pike, a winner with West Ham United over Arsenal in 1980. 

 Eric Cantona, scorer of the only goal in Manchester United’s 1996 FA Cup Final win over 

Liverpool, baffled reporters with his 1995 quote: “When the seagulls follow the trawler it’s 

because they think sardines will be thrown into the sea.” 

 Throw a football into their enclosure and the Gentoo penguins at The Deep have been 

known to flick it around between themselves. But sometimes they just peck at it! 

 Consolidated Fisheries Ltd of Grimsby, just across the Humber from The Deep, announced 

in 1933 that they would name their new fleet of trawlers after football teams. All the vessels 

have since been scrapped, but they included the likes of Grimsby Town, Port Vale and 



Lincoln City, who have been knocked out of this season’s FA Cup, and Everton, Aston Villa 

and Hull City, who will all be in the Third Round draw. 

 Two of The Deep’s nearest football teams – Barton Town Old Boys from across the Humber 

and North Ferriby United from just along the north bank of the Humber – were knocked out 

of this season’s FA Cup by Warrington Town, the lowest-ranked team in the Second Round 

draw. Warrington face Gateshead on Sunday December 7 with a place in the Third Round 

draw at stake. 

 

Ends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


