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EXCITING NEW CHRISTMAS ARRIVALS 
 
EVERYONE loves Christmas baby stories and they’re no different at The Deep, Hull’s iconic 
aquarium where staff have been bowled over by the arrival of two newcomers. 
 
First to make an appearance was a baby epaulette shark followed by a baby blue-spotted ribbontail 
ray who is just 12 cms across and 38 cms long including his tail. 
 
The first new arrival is a bit of a slippery customer – epaulette sharks have slender bodies which 
allow them to swim between coral branches in the wild and wriggle into narrow reef crevices during 
their night-time hunts for prey.  
 
The cream-colored body is covered with many brown dots and, above its pectoral fins, two large 
black spots. Those spots look like ornamental epaulettes on a military uniform—hence the shark's 
name. 
 
Predators hovering above the shark could easily mistake the spots for eyes of a larger, more 
dangerous fish and dash off to find smaller prey. 
 
Muscular pectoral fins enable this shark to "walk" along the seafloor in a slightly ungainly manner, 
the adults in the lagoon display can often be seen waddling around the sand and in between the 
rocks looking for food (and when disturbed, instead of swimming out of danger, it sometimes quickly 
"waddles" away). 
 
The rays at The Deep have already become firm favourites with visitors and when they produced 
their first offspring they were believed to be the first blue-spotted rays in the world to be bred in 
captivity. 
 
This particular species of ray is relatively widespread, with a distribution extending from the Indo 
West Pacific to the Red Sea and the coast of Africa where they inhabit the fringes of coral reefs and 
lagoons. They can grow to some 28 inches in length. 
 
Deep curator Katy Duke said: "Blue-spotted ribbontail rays are very difficult to breed in captivity, so 
we're delighted that the naturalistic environment that we've created here at The Deep has proved so 
successful. To have the arrival of the baby epaulette shark as well is great confirmation that we are 
providing the right conditions to encourage their breeding. It also means we have happy sharks! The 
baby ray will be cared for in quarantine where it’s feeding and growth rates will be carefully 
monitored. Eventually this youngster will join a European breeding programme”. 
 
-ENDS- 
 
CAPTION: 
NEW BOY: Baby blue-spotted ribbontail ray Spotty McDotty settles into life at The Deep 
 


