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LITTLE FISH MAY BE BIG HEADACHE 

 
LOOKING FOR a Christmas pet – perhaps that cute little fish in its small tank? But beware, it could 
soon turn out to much bigger than you imagined, leaving owners pleading for someone to take it 
off their hands! 
 
The problem is becoming something of a headache for aquariums all over the country including The 
Deep, Hull’s award winning attraction. 

And to counter the problem of people contacting aquariums and zoos begging them to look after 
their oversize charges, The “Big Fish” campaign has been set up. 

The move comes from the BIAZA Aquarium Working Group (British and Irish Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums) following research showing that in just four months, 11 UK aquariums were asked to 
house 144 fish that had outgrown their owners' tanks. 

Curator at The Deep, Katy Duke, who is also chair of the Association’s Aquarium Working Group said: 
“Fish of all shapes and sizes are available as pets but we are increasingly finding that people are 
unaware of just how large some of them will grow.  

“ The most common species for this are tropical freshwater fish including plecs, pacu and redtail 
catfish to name just a few. Many of these fish will grow to around 1m in length which ultimately 
leaves them with a big problem in more ways than one. Whilst there are so many species of fish to 
choose from it really pays to do your homework first.  Never buy a fish on impulse, make sure you 
know what it is and how big it will grow. Don’t fall victim to the myth that a fish will only grow to the 
size of your tank – it’s just not true!” 

While it may seem the logical thing to contact a zoo or aquarium it becomes a headache because 
public aquariums don’t have endless space for all these unwanted pets, rescue organisations are also 
rapidly filling up. Sadly many fish don’t even make it this far as fish kept in tanks that are too small 
are far more likely to die early as a result.  

With Christmas just around the corner would-be buyers are being urged to find out as much as 
possible about the fish they wish to own including its maximum size, the size of tank needed to 
accommodate it and the type of care required. They should also work how much time can be 
devoted to looking after fish and to budget as fish can live a long time. 

At the same time the BIAZA Aquarium Working Group is asking pet stores to sign up and support the 
Big Fish Campaign which already has the support of many responsible retailers who only stock 
species that are suitable for the average home aquarium and provide accurate information to their 
customers.  



Help improve the welfare of pet fish by supporting the campaign. Find out more at 
www.bigfishcampaign.org 

Finally, to rework an old piece of advice: A fish is not just for Christmas – it’s for life! 
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