
 

                        

 

NEWS RELEASE  

GO WILD AND LOVE YOUR ZOO! 

Issued: xx May 2012 

The Deep in Hull is getting behind national ‘Love your Zoo/Aquarium’ Week 2012, which will take 

place between Saturday 26th May and Sunday 10th June, with a fun packed fortnight of activities.  

The campaign, which was launched last year by the British and Irish Association of Zoos and 

Aquariums (BIAZA) aims to encourage people to visit their local zoos/aquariums for a fun day out, 

but also to learn just how much they do for conservation, education and research.  

Dr Miranda Stevenson, OBE, Executive Director of BIAZA said: “BIAZA zoos and aquariums receive 

over 24 million visitors a year and this is no surprise as they are not only a fun day out, but also a 

chance to learn about and contribute of the conservation of the natural world. 

“We hope that people will support the Love Your Zoo campaign by visiting their local BIAZA zoo or 

aquarium and discovering what amazing centre this country has to offer.” 

Throughout the fortnight, The Deep will be offering visitors the chance to design their own aquarium 

in the Explorers’ Den, with the winning design being awarded a yearly pass for The Deep. We will 

also be running workshops on some of our newest additions, bugs at 12.30pm 26th, 27th May, 2nd, 3rd, 

4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th and 10th June.    

Katy Duke, Curator at The Deep said: “The Deep is a fantastic day out for the whole family and also 

has a very important educational message. As well as offering great displays, full of interesting 

animals for people to see, it is important for people to remember that when visiting The Deep that 

they play a vital role in helping to fund a number of conservation and research schemes. Without the 

support of our customers, we wouldn’t be able to do much of this work.” 

Here are ten reasons to love your local aquarium, The Deep: 

1. A ranger in the Atlantic Rainforest of Brazil 



With your help we have been able to support a ranger working in the Atlantic Rainforest for the last 

2 years. This project is being delivered in conjunction with the World Land Trust – helping to support 

the local community, conserve and protect the land and the endangered species living there.  

 

2. Coral research 

With your help we have been working with SECORE to develop techniques to successfully sexually 

reproduce corals. This work is important as one day it may help to re-seed dying coral reefs.  The 

work of SECORE has also included techniques to cryopreserve some critically endangered coral 

species Acroporid palamata and A. cervicornis. This means that viable genetic material can be stored 

safely for years to come. 

 

3. Native Fen Raft Spider populations  

With your help we are fostering threatened spiderlings. The semi-aquatic Fen Raft Spiders are 

dwindling in numbers and now only found in 3 locations in the UK. They are one of only two UK 

spiders to be fully protected by law under the Wildlife and Countryside Act. To help secure their 

future, Natural England began a programme of translocations and captive rearing. Survival of 

juveniles in the wild is extremely low but a foster parent network has now built up and each summer 

for 3 months, The Deep and many other collections volunteer to raise a number of spiderlings which 

are released 3 months later. 

 

4. Breeding Bluespotted Ribbontail Rays 

With your help we have been able to carefully study, breed and raise juvenile Bluespotted Ribbontail 

Rays. We were one of the first aquariums in the world to breed this species and our juveniles now 

form part of the European studbook for this species. By joining other groups of Bluespotted rays in 

other aquariums across Europe we hope further breeding successes will follow. 

 

5. Protecting local habitats 

With your help, every year we take part in the Marine Conservation Society’s Beach Clean on Hessle 

Foreshore. Volunteers help us to collect the rubbish and log what we find. The data is submitted to 

the MCS who monitor it every year. The data shows trends of where marine pollution is coming 

from. 

 

6. Manta Ray conservation in the Red Sea  

With your help we are working with Equipe Cousteau to monitor populations of Manta Ray in the 

Red Sea. The project will focus initially on tagging and tracking work with the aim of producing 

information to develop a long term management plan for the area. 

 

7. Ballan Wrasse as cleaner fish 

With your help we have been able to assist in the development of using juvenile Ballan Wrasse as 

‘biological cleaners’ in fish farms. Removing lice and parasites from farmed fish has historically been 

done with chemicals which are not ideal for the environment. Studies have shown that juvenile 

Ballan wrasse often work as cleaner fish eating off the parasites from the farmed fish keeping them 

clean and healthy. Ballan wrasse can be difficult to breed, however our wrasse lay eggs regularly in 

our Northern seas display. By gently removing them we were able to send them to Ardtoe in 

Scotland where they were hatched and reared as cleaner fish. 



 

8. Research into native species  

With your help we are able to invest time looking into important native species such as Seahorses, 

Pink Sea Fans, Jellyfish and Tansy beetles. Learning more about the biology and reproduction of 

these animals means we can help to inform legislation which will protect them in their natural 

environment and protect the diversity of our native seas and habitats. 

 

9. Netgain 

With your help, The Deep played an important role in lobbying for the establishment of the Marine 

Bill from which the regional hub projects sprang. Netgain became the regional hub for the North 

East and Natural England invited our participation in this to add balance and neutrality to the group 

of stakeholders. Netgain presented its findings to Government at the end of last year. 

 

10. Being Green 

With your help, The Deep constantly strives to become ‘greener’. We recycle our waste, use low 

energy lighting and equipment where we can, run our van on LPG, use local sustainable suppliers in 

our cafe and restaurant and also for our fish food, use green energy (soon to become tidal power!) 

and have a charging point for electric vehicles in our car park. We are constantly looking for new 

ways to be green! 

-ends- 

For more information, please contact Becky Leach, Marketing Officer at The Deep on 01482 

381092 or email becky.leach@thedeep.co.uk.  
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