
 

 

NEWS RELEASE 

Issued:  2 September 2013 

ZEBRA SHARK EMBRYO FOOTAGE RELEASED 

The Deep is excited to announce video evidence of a baby zebra shark growing inside a recently 

laid egg, from our female zebra shark. 

Following recent mating behaviour, The Deep’s Curator was delighted to find a zebra shark egg in 

our Endless Oceans display which had a yolk inside, leading to very careful observation from the 

team to see if it was fertile. 

Katy Duke, Curator at The Deep continues: “Our zebra sharks have been laying eggs for a while, but 

until they are fully mature, they tend to only be ‘practice’ eggs with nothing inside. 

“This is the first year we have had an egg complete with a yolk and this recently filmed footage 

confirmed our suspicions that we had a baby shark growing inside.  

“The baby is only visible via a method called ‘candling’ where we shine a torch behind the egg 

underwater. This allows us to see inside the dark brown casing and you can clearly see a baby 

attached to the yolk moving around. 

“Although we are still a long way from hatching, we are hopeful that things will progress well. Zebra 

sharks eggs take around 6 or 7 months to hatch which would take us into early next year.” 

The Deep is home to a male and female zebra shark, and now mature they are expected to lay eggs 

each year. Male sharks grow up to 1.8m in length with females coming in at 1.7m.  

-ends- 

For more information, please contact Becky Leach, Marketing Manager on 01482 381092 or email 

becky.leach@thedeep.co.uk.  

 

Background information  

The zebra shark has a cylindrical body with a large, slightly flattened head and a short, blunt snout. 

The eyes are small and placed on the sides of the head; the spiracles are located behind them and 

are as large or larger. The last 3 of the 5 short gill slits are situated over the pectoral fin bases, and 

the fourth and fifth slits are much closer together than the others. Each nostril has a short barbel 

and a groove running from it to the mouth. The mouth is nearly straight, with three lobes on the 
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lower lip and furrows at the corners. There are 28–33 tooth rows in the upper jaw and 22–32 tooth 

rows in the lower jaw; each tooth has a large central cusp flanked by two smaller ones. 

 


