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MAJOR MANTA RAY CONSERVATION PROJECT LAUNCHED 

The first ever conservation work to help protect the endangered manta ray population in the Red 

Sea will begin next month carried out in partnership with the world’s only submarium, The Deep, 

and the research arm of The Cousteau Society, Equipe Cousteau. 

Scientists are being deployed into the field for the first time to collect data on size, migratory 

patterns, feeding habits, habitat, swimming depths and possible nursery grounds. The expert team 

of researchers will carry out state-of-the-art fieldwork in the Dungonab Bay Marine Park in Sudan 

once a year from next month over the next five years. Monitoring the species will generate essential 

baseline information on the manta ray population producing the critical first block in establishing 

effective management and conservation strategies to protect the globally iconic species. The 

information will also be utilised to initiate sustainable and regulated ecotourism related activities to 

benefit the local Sudanese population. 

Little is known about the movements and numbers of manta rays: a species that is key component of 

the world’s marine biodiversity. A symbol of freedom in the oceans, manta rays are highly 

vulnerable, designated as a near-threatened species in 2006; populations grow very gradually and 

are slow to recover once depleted. The animals typically live for over 20 years and are slow to reach 

sexual maturity giving birth only once every five to six years to a live single pup, possibly two on rare 

occasions. Unregulated recreational diving and mostly illegal but well-developed global fishery pose 

further dangers for the species. Manta rays are targeted for their meat, skin, cartilage and branchial 

plates, fetching a high price on the black market. Their inherent inquisitive nature with humans and 

boats makes them particularly susceptible to fisherman and they are easily targeted due to their 

large size, slow speed and tendency to be found on the surface of the ocean. 

The field research will be carried out for four weeks at a time and begins next month following years 

of tireless work by The Deep and custodians of the sea, The Cousteau Society, to secure required 

permits, scientific equipment and expertise. The work will be carried out in Red Sea due to its global 

importance for marine conservation – it harbours some of the most diverse marine communities, 

unique animal species and is one of the few near pristine habitats left on the planet.  

A raft of new technologies will be employed in this unparalleled project including satellite and 

acoustic tags and the establishment of a network of seabed monitors. An individual code will be 

transmitted every time a tagged animal passes within a 500-metre radius of a bottom monitor 

identifying movement and residency patterns along coastal and offshore reefs of the Red Sea. As 

well as population size, composition in terms of males, females, adults and juveniles will be 

recorded. 

Fine-scale movements of individual animals will be monitored alongside large-scale movement and 

migration patterns. Researchers will be able to asses any temporal or seasonal population changes, 

correlations between population movements and temperature, productivity in lunar phases, what 

the requirements should be for diving and snorkelling guidelines to protect the species and any 

diurnal movement patterns.   



   NEWS RELEASE 20th September, 2012 

 
The Deep is a charitable organisation dedicated marine conservation and research, and to increasing 

the understanding and enjoyment of the world’s oceans as well as being a leading tourist attraction. 

They are helping to fund the project and also employing staff whose experience in handling large 

animals is essential to the safe tagging of rays. The late Jacques Cousteau’s voyages on board The 

Calypso began a worldwide conservation movement and the Cousteau Society continues to explore 

and observe ecosystems throughout the world helping millions of people understand and appreciate 

the fragility of life in our oceans.  

Colin Brown Chief Executive at The Deep said: “This is the Deep’s most challenging and fascinating 

conservation project yet. Our skilled team will help ensure safe tagging of the animals and employ 

cutting-edge technologies to reveal vital information on one of the planet’s largest and least known 

aquatic animals in order to safeguard their future.” 

Tarik Chekchak, Director for Sciences and Environment at Equipe Cousteau said: “Manta rays are a 

threatened species and conservation initiatives are imperative. This is a unique opportunity for the 

conservation of this flagship species combined with local development potential. The project will 

have direct long-term benefits for the entire ecosystem on which this species depends and for the 

local people. It will also raise the profile of the unique Dungonab Bay marine national park that as 

the potential to become a Unesco world marine heritage site. We chose to work with The Deep 

because of its excellent reputation.” 

The multi-faceted project also involves institutions such as the Red Sea University, the Wildlife 

Administration, the King Abdullah University of Science et Technology and other local stakeholders 

creating an exchange of skills, competencies to forge sustainability for management of marine 

resources. 

-ENDS- 

For further information contact Nicola Markham via Nicola@nicolamarkhampr.co.uk or 

07909920912.  

Alternatively, contact Becky Leach, Marketing Officer on 01482 381092 or email 

becky.leach@thedeep.co.uk.  

Notes to Editors 

 The Deep is also a marine conservation charity dedicated to increasing the enjoyment of the 

world's oceans.   

 To find out more about The Deep, please visit www.thedeep.co.uk. 

 The Cousteau Society in the United States and its sister association Equipe Cousteau 

(formerly Fondation Cousteau) in France, are non-profit organisations established by Captain 

Jacques-Yves Cousteau in 1973 and 1981 respectively. They are dedicated to the protection 

of water systems for the benefit of present and future generations. Through a half-century 
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of work defending aquatic systems, the Cousteau organisations have developed a variety of 

programs and expertise to help local populations achieve a harmonious, sustainable 

relationship with Nature. 

 To find out more about The Cousteau Society, please visit www.cousteau.org 
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