
               

  

Winners of Zoo Oscars Announced! 

  

ISSUED: 11/6/15 
  
Animal experts from the UK and Ireland’s leading zoos and aquariums gathered at Woburn Safari 
Park for a prestigious awards ceremony last night (Wednesday June 10) when The Deep was 
awarded the Best Collaborative Zoo/Aquarium Award. 
  
The event, known as the Zoo ‘Oscars’ is held to celebrate some of the incredible contributions made 
by the zoo community to animal welfare, wildlife conservation, public understanding and 
horticulture. 
  
The BIAZA awards demonstrate an extraordinary year of achievements and ingenious solutions 
made by zoos and aquariums across the UK and Ireland. 
  
As always, the winning projects were selected against very strict criteria: The assessors included 
external experts as well as professionals from within the zoo community. 
 
The Deep was delighted to receive the award, and Katy Duke, Curator continues: 
 
“We were delighted to receive the award which commends The Deep’s overall contribution to 
BIAZA. As the organisation that represents the best Zoos and Aquariums in the UK and Ireland we 
take pride in our involvement within BIAZA.  
 
“The Deep actively participates in many of BIAZA’s committees and working groups from animal 
welfare and husbandry to communications and education. We find it inspiring to be involved with 
other BIAZA members achieving world class standards and providing £12 million pounds as a 
community to field conservation each year.” 
 
This year’s esteemed gold award winners included initiatives to save the Chinese giant salamander, 
to evaluate the conservation impact of a zoo, and to study the breeding colony behaviour of the 
critically endangered White-backed vulture.  
  
Dr Kirsten Pullen, CEO of BIAZA, said:  
  
“The BIAZA awards highlight the crucial work carried out in zoos and aquariums. All of this year’s 
award-winning projects show the exceptional contributions our members are making to animal 
husbandry and welfare, wildlife conservation and public understanding for species both in the UK 
and overseas. Huge congratulations to all the winners.” 
  

Ends 
  



  
  

Notes for editors: 
  
Further information about all awards, and associated images, are available on request. 
  
For more details, please contact BIAZA Programmes and Policy Coordinator Nicky Needham: 
conservation@biaza.org.uk 0207 7449 6599 
  
Full list of 2015 gold award winners 
  
Animal Breeding, Care & Welfare 
ZSL London Zoo: Meeting ultraviolet B radiation requirements of amphibians in captivity 
ZSL London Zoo: Establishing a coherent and consistent organisation wide animal training 
programme for improved husbandry, veterinary procedures and welfare 
  
Conservation 
Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust, ZSL London Zoo & Chester Zoo: Saving the mountain chicken 
  
Exhibits 
ZSL London Zoo: Tiger Territory 
  
Horticulture 
ZSL London Zoo: Enhancing forage provision at ZSL London Zoo 
ZSL Whipsnade Zoo: Conservation grazing at ZSL Whipsnade Zoo 
  
Research 
Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust: Testing the IUCN Red List Index to evaluate the conservation 
impact of a zoo 
Bristol Zoo Gardens: Bioacoustics, ecology & conservation of amphibians in Northwest Madagascar 
Chester Zoo: 'Frogs and friendly bacteria, it's not just skin deep' 
SWEP Paignton Zoo: Yes, we have no bananas! 
Hawk Conservancy Trust: Assessing the spatial dynamics of a critically endangered White-backed 
Vulture breeding colony 
  
BIAZA (the British and Irish Association of Zoos and Aquariums) 
BIAZA is a conservation education and scientific wildlife charity, which acts as the principal 
professional zoo body representing the responsible zoo and aquarium community in the UK. With 
over 100 members, its role is to develop and spread best practice within the UK and international 
zoo community, combining lobbying and campaigning with the development of policy in 
collaboration with the government and scientific organisations. 
  
www.biaza.org.uk charity number: 248553 
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