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ASPIRING PUPILS AWARDED ‘STUDENTS OF THE YEAR’ AT THE DEEP 

 

Designing an eye patch for a large one-eyed soft-toy frog is not something you would usually be 

expected to tackle during a week’s work-experience but that’s what Rosie Coggin-Levy, of Hessle 

High School, did during her stay at The Deep, Hull’s world-famous aquarium. 

 

On the first day of her placement Rosie, aged 14, told The Deep’s Head of Education, Susan Hornby, 

she was not quite sure what she wanted to study in the future, being torn between textiles or 

marine biology, and that information resulted in the eye-patch challenge as being something 

covering both of her interests. 

 

This year’s joint winner of the ‘Student of the Year’ award, Rosie excelled during her week at the 

aquarium. Sampling life in all of The Deep’s departments she said her favourite tasks had been 

‘anything to do with the fish’ including working with the guides and being able to help people enjoy 

their visit. Rosie also found the work of the education department more interesting than she had 

imagined. Rosie said: “I enjoyed watching the children learning about a new world. My time at The 

Deep has been very enjoyable and it has helped me work one or two things out.” 

 

Rosie added that despite her interest in the marine environment, being a competent diver, she still 

thinks her future will be in the world of textiles. 

 

The second outstanding pupil, Romy Betts aged 15, was also from Hessle High School. Living near the 

Hull/Hessle border, Romy contacted The Deep in January this year, keen to secure a place for her 

work experience week. After the school completed the paper work and the Education Business 

Partnership carried out a risk assessment, her placement was confirmed.  

 

Romy explained that the highlight of her week was working behind the scenes and finding out about 

the fascinating species. She also enjoyed the variety involved in the week which including working in 

the café, shop, reception and the education department. Aspiring to a career in Marine Biology, The 

Deep was the perfect environment for her work experience placement.  

 

Dr O’Neill, Romy’s Chemistry Teacher said; ‘’Romy is a really diligent student, working extremely 

hard and putting in maximum effort. Coming to The Deep was an amazing week for Romy and we 

are really grateful to The Deep for facilitating this.’’ 



 

Susan Hornby, Head of Education at The Deep said: “We are very pleased to announce that the joint 

winners of this year ‘Student of the Year’ award are Romy and Rosie. These two girls have been the 

most motivated and enthusiastic students we have had this year and two of the best we have ever 

had in the 11 years we have been running the scheme. 

  

“We offer one year 10 student a placement each week during term time and students spend time in 

The Deep’s education, catering, retail, aquarist and guiding departments as well as coming face to 

face with customers at reception. There is always great interest from schools and pupils for the 

scheme which is booked up for six to nine months in advance.” 

 

The Deep welcomes in excess of 60 placements per year, including degree students studying marine 

biology at and those on veterinary science courses.  

 

If you are interested in work placements at The Deep, please put your request in writing to Susan 

Hornby, Head of Education on susan.hornby@thedeep.co.uk.  
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Notes to Editors – for more information, please contact Becky Leach, Marketing Manager on 01482 

381092 or email becky.leach@thedeep.co.uk.  
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