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A TALE OF TWO RIVERS – KS2 GEOGRAPHY 
 
 
OVERVIEW & CURRICULUM LINKS 
 
This session looks at how rivers and tides affect people and the landscape; also how people try 
to manage rivers. It includes a guided walk round the exterior of The Deep (weather permitting) 
and two short presentations in the Learning Centre. The activity links with KS2 Geography Unit 
14: Investigating Rivers and KS2 Science Unit 5D: Changing State (The Water Cycle).  
 
 
OBJECTIVES 
 
For pupils to: 
 

 learn how rivers erode, transport and deposit materials, producing landscape features. 

 understand some of the ways people use and manage rivers 

 gain a basic understanding of the tidal process 
 
 
LEARNING SESSION CONTENT 
 
 
Learning Centre 1: The River Hull (10 minutes) 
 
The session begins with a brief introduction to the River Hull, using the interactive whiteboard. 
 
 
Outside: River Walk (15-20 minutes) 
  
First we look upstream from the footbridge over the River Hull. We observe the river flow and 
how the tide affects it, then note the flood defences protecting the city. Rivers can be both 
highways and obstacles, so we discuss bridges and river traffic. 
 
Next we walk down the west side of The Deep, noting erosion and deposition as we go. At the 
confluence of the Rivers Hull and Humber, points covered include pollution and animal life. 
Finally on the Humber promenade, we study the estuary, noting the Humber Bridge upstream, 
the ferry & cargo port downstream & the North Sea 20 miles away to the south east. 
 
In bad weather we may replace the walk with a longer presentation in the Learning Centre. 
 
 
Learning Centre 2: Tides and Estuaries (10 minutes) 
 
We ask pupils why it is important to understand the tides. We then use a tidal prediction 
website to show the current Hull tide times in graph form and explain how this relates to what 
we see on the river walk.  
 
Finally, if there is time, we look at a few views of the estuary as it nears the sea. 


