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WHY KEEP THE CORAL – GEOGRAPHY KS3 
 
OVERVIEW AND CURRICULUM LINKS 
 
This multi activity learning session looks at environmental management and sustainable 
development in relation to coral reefs. The workshop aims to give pupils a greater understanding of 
coral conservation & exploitation and of how conflicting demands on an environment arise.  
 
This workshop links with KS3 work on ecosystems, population and resources. It is also helpful for 
work on development and tourism.  
 
OBJECTIVES 
 

 Define coral and be able to state briefly how a coral reef is formed. 
 

 Be able to give an informed opinion on the conservation & exploitation of coral reefs. 
  
 
LEARNING SESSION CONTENT 
 
The workshop begins with an introduction to the ‘Reef Island Management Conference’, which 
aims to improve the way local coral reefs are managed. Everyone has a role as a member of a 
local special interest group. These include fishermen, tourists and farmers. 

 
Students then complete three activities, answering three questions for each activity and writing the 
answers on their worksheets. 
 
The Coral Organism:  What sort of living organism is coral - plant or animal? Real coral skeletons, 
life-like replica coral, and colourful diagrams will help you to decide. 
 
The Coral Reef:  What is a coral reef? Use a variety of illustrated information books to find out, 
and then consider how the reef affects your role on the island. 

 
Corals under Threat: How are coral reefs being damaged? Does anything you do harm the reef? 
Find the answers using PowerPoint presentations on our student computers.  
 
We briefly discuss our findings so far, and then give our opinions on the rights and wrongs of 
different ways of exploiting the coral reefs. The students are asked to give opinions in their roles as 
part of a local group. Finally, we consider positive actions we can take here in the UK. 


