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PENGUINS PROVE POPULAR AT HULL AQUARIUM 

The Deep in Hull is preparing for the arrival of the remaining penguins later today, which will 
complete the Gentoo colony living in the Kingdom of Ice.  

‘The Penguins of Grytviken’ has attracted a whopping 115,000 visited since opening on 3rd March 
2014, a 50% increase on our position 2 years ago and a 35% increase over the first 3 months of the 
year.  

This phenomenal success has been attributed to the ‘cute’ factor, as the new arrivals continue to be 
a big hit with visitors old and young.  

The exhibit gives visitors fantastic views of the penguins across 3 floors, both underwater and on 
land and features a swimming pool, diving pool, beach area, nesting area and the penguins very own 
outdoor balcony with views overlooking the River Humber!  

These VIP residents… that’s Very Important Penguins are helping to explain to visitors about the 
threats to their habitat, issues surrounding climate change and ocean acidification as well as 
exploring food chains and animal biology. 

The exhibit is themed around Grytviken, an abandoned whaling port in South Georgia, which was 
taken over by Gentoo penguins in the late 1960s following the demise of the whaling industry, when 
this and many other sites were left to decay.  

Colin Brown, Chief Executive of The Deep said: “The penguin exhibit has been a real success and we 
are delighted that the remaining penguins are now coming over to join us. 

“These penguins were still very young, when the first group came over, so we had to wait until they 
were a little older, before they were able to travel. They will no doubt be very keen on exploring 
their new home and getting to know the existing residents.” 

The Deep’s penguin exhibit is also helping to fund raise and support field conservation projects all 
across the world through ‘Project Penguin’ and to date has raised over £40,000. The research 
programme has been generously supported by both visitors to The Deep and customers/staff in 67 
Heron Foods stores across Yorkshire and Lincolnshire.  

The first recipients of the funds raised were The Galapagos Conservation Trust, who are now 
carrying out vital work in monitoring one of the most endangered species of penguin; the Galapagos 
penguin. 
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Background Information on Grytviken 

Grytviken was one of the busiest whaling ports in the world following the demise of Hull’s whaling 
industry in the 1860s. From 1900, South Georgia had no less than 6 active whaling stations until 
1966 when the last of the sites was abandoned and left to decay, leaving the ruins to be taken over 
by wildlife including the Gentoo penguins of Antarctica. 

One of the most famous polar explorers, Ernest Shackleton, also links Grytviken with Hull. His ship 
the Endurance, crewed predominantly by mariners from Hull, sailed into danger in 1914. After being 
crushed by pack ice, they reached Elephant Island where the crew had to be rescued; a feat which is 
now known as one of the greatest adventure stories ever told. 

 


